The object of this paper is to plead for a reconsideration of the subject of atrophic cirrhosis of the liver 011 a broader basis than that i generally adopted in the text-books. Even [April, 1905. it may compress the minute bile ducts between the lobules and hinder the ex.it flow of bile. (1) Obstruction to the onward flow of portal blood.
The compression of the terminal branches of the portal vein within the liver hinders the forward flow of blood from the portal into the hepatic vein. This causes passive congestion throughout the portal system and in the structures it drains, which are the stomach, the whole of the intestine, save the lower end of the rectum, the pancreas, spleen and peritoneum. As the whole of the blood cannot pass onwards through the liver, use has to be made of the anastomotic circulation, the venules of which become distended. The anastomotic circulation is effected by connections made between the coronary and oesophageal veins around the lower end of the gullet; between the intestinal and lumbar veins; between the superior, middle and inferior hemorrhoidal veins, through the medium of the 
